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Rocket Olympics Encourage Students 
to be Goal-Oriented

The theme for Conotton Valley Union Local Schools during 
the 2015-16 school year is “ALL IN.” There are so many changes 
coming to the Valley this school year and the students, staff 
and administration 
are “All In” full 
support. Along with 
the buildings, the 
culture of Conotton 
Valley is also under 
renovation. The 
Rocket Olympics, 
which kicked off this 
Fall, is an exciting 
competition for 
fifth through twelfth graders focusing on attendance, discipline, 
academics, extracurriculars and GRIT. Students will be 
competing to earn points as groups and the top three groups will 
get to go to Kennywood Amusement Park later this year.

Students will be constructing a culture that demonstrates 
the GRIT necessary to be successful 21st century learners. GRIT 
stands for Goal oriented, Responsible decisions, Intentional 
actions and Tested results. The staff at Conotton Valley are going 
to make this the #1 priority this school year. It is the hope that 
students will demonstrate GRIT in the classroom, in their careers 
and within the community. 

Students and staff have all signed a pledge, which consists 
of two promises: “I promise to come prepared to learn each day. I 
promise to do my best each day.”

The attendance incentive at the high school has exceeded 
expectations thus far. Research shows that students who attend 
school at least 93-percent of school days are more successful than 
those who miss frequently. Consequently, Conotton Valley High 
School’s target attendance rate of 94-percent for the 2015-16 school 
year supports the goal of academic achievement for all students. 
This year we have had a tremendous start with a 95.2-percent 
attendance rate for September. Earlier this Fall, students were 
rewarded for attendance at school by heading to a Wheeling 
Nailers hockey game.

By accomplishing the goals necessary to win the Rocket 
Olympics, Conotton Valley students will soar to new heights. 

The Building Blocks of GRIT
Conotton Valley students will be constructing a culture 

that demonstrates the GRIT necessary to be successful 21st 
century learners this year. It is the hope that students will 
demonstrate GRIT in the classroom, in their careers and within 
the community. 

GRIT is the perseverance and passion for long-term goals. 
The experts break it down and list these attributes as the building 
blocks of GRIT:

• A clear goal
• Determination despite others’ doubts
• Self-confidence about figuring it out
• Humility about knowing it doesn’t come easy
• Persistence despite fear
• Patience to handle the small obstacles that obscure  

the path
• A code of ethics to live by
• Flexibility in the face of roadblocks
• A capacity for human connection and collaboration
• A recognition that accepting help does not equate  

to weakness
• A focus and appreciation of each step in the journey
• An appreciation of other people’s grit
• A loyalty that never sacrifices connections along the way
• An inner strength to help propel you to your goal

Quality education means not only putting students first, but giving 
them the best tools for their success.

We strive to prepare students for success in a changing world, and give 
them opportunities for a lifetime of learning.
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Check Us Out
On Facebook and Twitter!

The 2015-16 school year is already full of change. Earlier 
this school year, the groundbreaking for a $2.48 million dollar 
building project was held. Renovations to the Conotton Valley 
High School building near Bowerston will provide an additional 
11,000 square feet of space, housing six elementary classrooms, 
elementary restrooms and building offices. The project will also 
include replacement of all windows to the current building, and 
construction of a new entrance, renovation to several junior/
senior high classrooms and offices, a parking lot addition and the 

reworking of traffic flow and entranceways. Brand new lights in 
the football field and a new score board to the gymnasium have 
already beed added. 

The construction project will allow Conotton Valley to 
educate all of its students at one location. From a financial and 
operational standpoint, this will allow the district to operate 
with better efficiency in the future. The addition is projected 
to be completed in Spring 2016, with occupancy in the 2016-17 
school year.

The Future is Exciting with Renovations Underway

Facebook Twitter

Conotton Valley would like to acknowledge the
renovation efforts of the following companies:
General Contract; Jeffrey Carr Construction

Fire Protection Contract; Automatic Fire Protection

Plumbing Contract; Peterman Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

HVAC Contract; Standard Plumbing & Heating Co.

Electrical Contract; Wood Electric Inc.


