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Leader in Me Program 
Promotes Positive Thinking

As part of the Leader in Me program, each month Conotton 
Valley District highlights a specific theme, known as a habit 
theme, that helps students realize their leadership potential. In 
February, Conotton Valley schools concentrated on the theme 
Think WIN-WIN. 

The program organized various district-wide events around 
this theme, which promotes positive thinking. Each day during 
the month of February, morning announcements detailed 
concepts related to Think WIN-WIN. 

The program also launched a month-long project called 
Love of Leadership to promote the month’s theme. As part of 
this project, students in kindergarten through Grade 12 wrote a 
statement of gratitude or short reflection onto a heart about an act 
of kindness they witnessed. The hearts were later displayed in 
the shape of a larger heart near the main entrance of the school.

Seventh grade science teacher Kathy Shryock oversees 
the Leader in Me program for Grades 6-9. She says that the 
heart project acted as a display of how students can make an 
investment or a “deposit” in a relationship through acts of 
kindness. “Deposits” work to strengthen relationships and 
promote positivity in one’s own life.

“Through this heart project, we reminded the students 
that Think WIN-WIN reminds us that relationships are like a 
bank account,” Shryock explained. “If we make deposits, we 
strengthen a relationship. When we strengthen a relationship, it 
warms our heart and makes us feel good inside.”

The project was the perfect reminder of the prevalence of 
kindness in Rocket Nation!

Genius Hour Provides Opportunity for Creativity
Last semester, Conotton Valley middle and high school 

students had the opportunity to participate in Genius Hour. 
Genius Hour embraces what’s been described as an “open-
ended learning approach” guided by autonomy, curiosity, 
passion and questioning. Through Genius Hour, students 
choose a topic to study and report back on their learnings 
over several weeks leading up to the Genius Hour Showcase. 
At Genius Hour Showcase, students have the opportunity 
to exhibit their finished project to the school community, 
including parents, and to the public.

This semester, Genius Hour projects varied from coding 
for new computer games and creating bottle rockets to 
learning about aero-dynamics by designing paper airplanes to 
researching medical diagnostics and engineering an expandable 
animal gate. 

Shay Young who works alongside administration to 
coordinate Genius Hour said, “It was exciting to see the students 
working hard, persevering through the research and project 
designs, and then teaching others what they learned or created.”

Students also had an opportunity to display their projects at 
Family Science Night on March 8.

Conotton Valley students took part in the Leader in Me program with 
last month’s theme of Think WIN-WIN. To further hone in on this, 
another focus for the month was Love of Leadership, and the students 
were able to express reflections of kindness that they experienced. They 
filled hearts with thoughts of gratitude, and now these hearts adorn the 
main entrance of the school.

Genius Hour projects ranged from computer games to researching 
medical diagnostics!
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Students leave Conotton Valley schools well prepared for their  
bright future!

Technology is a very important part of a well-rounded education at 
Conotton Valley schools.

Band Participates in Disney Workshop 
After being accepted to participate in Disney’s You’re 

Instrumental workshop, the Conotton Valley band members 
traveled to Walt Disney World for five days to participate in the 
workshop mid-March. The Conotton Valley band program includes 
students in Grades 5-12. The entire band was given the opportunity 
to take part in the You’re Instrumental workshop. Approximately 
35 students attended, which is about half of the program.

Band Director Jonathon Stuck said that to have an 
opportunity to travel to a workshop like this is a rare one for 
many bands.

“This is a great opportunity to get our students exposed to 
music at a larger level,” he said. “So many high school students 
never get the chance to leave their home communities or state.”

As part of the workshop, students learned how to maximize 
rehearsal time and hone their sight-reading skills to, in turn, 
improve their performance skills. An experienced Disney 
teaching artist worked with the band, which allowed them to 
receive one-on-one attention. At the end of the workshop, the 
band performed Disney music, and their performance was paired 
with footage from a Disney film.

Like many of her fellow band members who signed up for 
the trip, ninth-grade percussionist Katherine McBee was very 
excited to travel to Disney World.  

“The band and I are ecstatic to go to Disney this year!”  
she said.

The Stinky Feet Gang Hits Conotton Valley Schools
Mark your calendar for May 11 and 12. Students in Grades 

6-12 will put on the play The Stinky Feet Gang in the high school 
gymnasium. The play will begin at 7 p.m. both days. More 
information to come.

New Baseball and Softball Fields 
are Nearly Complete

After launching the project late last summer, construction of 
the new baseball and new softball fields is nearly complete. The 
school hopes to host its first softball and baseball games of the 
season on the new fields, slated for March 28.

Each field features the following:
• Underground sprinkling systems
• An underground drainage system
• Rolled sod
• Black vinyl fencing
• Two 35-foot dugouts
• Storage areas

Our Phone Numbers 
Administration Office ................(740) 269-2000
Conotton Valley High School ... (740) 269-2711
Conotton Valley Elementary ....(740) 269-2141

Our Website
www.cvul.org

Facebook 
www.facebook.com/CVULSD

All-School Calendar, 2018
March 29-30...................................................................... Spring Break
April 2 .................................. P-T Conference Comp Day (no school)
April 16 .........................Professional Development Day (no school)
April 26-27 ........................ Mobile Dentist in the High School Gym
May 5 ..............................................................................................Prom
May 18-19 .............................................................................Senior Trip
May 23 .........................................................................Senior Breakfast
May 24 .......................................................................Student Last Day
May 25 .............................................................................Staff Last Day
May 27 .......................................................... High School Graduation


