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Conotton Valley Preschool Serves our Children
The Conotton Valley preschool program serves both children identified with special education needs 
and typically developing children. Research supports the importance of early intervention and 
assessment of children’s special needs, including those with disabilities and gifted children. Providing 
appropriate early learning programs greatly improves children’s educational potential and can 
significantly decrease the need for later interventions. Because out-of-home early childhood programs 
play a growing role in children’s lives, it is more important than ever that early learning services 
promote children’s health, safety and development. Conotton Valley’s preschool program is licensed 
by the Ohio Department of Education.

The preschool program offers a wide variety of opportunities for each child to grow and prosper in all 
areas of development. Each child is encouraged to learn through the concept of play, which is how 
young children learn best. Conotton Valley’s preschool program is operated with the belief that all 
children are diverse and unique individuals who have strengths and are naturally curious. Our children 
will be provided with an organized, child-directed learning environment emphasizing mutual respect, 
fun, discovery, literacy and sensory integration. A supportive environment will provide the conditions 
for all children to construct knowledge, focusing on the learning process rather than the end product. 
The program is constantly reviewed and analyzed. Lesson plans are developed based on each child’s 
needs and interests and are modified upon analysis of their effectiveness.
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Athletic Fields 
Getting A Facelift
The Conotton Valley Rockets playing fields are 
getting some terrific updates that will be ready 
by the start of their respective seasons. In July 
new lighting was installed for both the baseball 
and softball fields. Both fields are also getting 
a press box built atop the home dugouts. Next 
steps also include pouring cement in the area 
between the two fields that is currently covered 
in gravel. The baseball and softball stands are 
getting an upgrade as well with stadium seats 
going in to replace the old bleachers’ bench-
style seating. Also going in at the site is an 
outdoor batting cage for team and community 
use. To schedule use for a non-school team to 
use the batting cages, parents/coaches are 
encouraged to contact David DiDonato, Athletic 
Director, at (740) 269-2711. Next to the softball 
field, the school will be putting in an outdoor, 
lighted basketball court. 

The football field is undergoing a similar 
facelift. New turf is replacing the grass field. 
This new turf is a soft, modern turf comprised 
of pellets and sand which serve to cushion 
the field. This new type of turf is a safe and 
cost-effective alternative to grass. It is easy to 
maintain and saves lots of water and cost of 
maintaining a grass field. In July the turf was 
installed along with new sidelines. Concrete 
was poured on the home side in front of the 
bleachers and concession stand. No more 
muddy shoes! After the turf was installed 
the field got lots of new paint beginning 
with the yard line grid, numbers and hash 
marks, dashed sideline marks (which serve 
as restraining lines for the media taking 
photographs) and new endzone paint. 

Conotton Valley is very proud of our student 
athletes and so grateful for the support of 
parents, community members and all fans. 
The district hopes you will come up during 
the year to support school athletics and enjoy 
these new facilities!



Superintendent’s 
Message
As we look forward to the 2019-20 school year, 
I can’t help but feel a sense of anticipation 
and pride. Conotton Valley Union Local 
Schools has such a wonderful and supportive 
community. From local business leaders to 
parent volunteers to school board members, 
our schools have an incredible support 
system. The teachers, administrators, coaches 
and staff at Conotton Valley Elementary and 
Conotton Valley High are dedicated and 
caring. Our students are hardworking as well, 
and we work tirelessly to provide them with 
a safe learning environment where they can 
excel in and out of the classroom.

I look forward to what 2019-20 holds as well 
as looking forward to what our students are 
being equipped to accomplish in the future, 
whether it is college, the military or stepping 
into a career path. 

Gratefully Yours,

Todd Herman, Superintendent of Schools

Bullying 
is Not Acceptable 
at Our Schools
At Conotton Valley Schools we take bullying 
very seriously. School administrators 
encourage all students and/or parents to 
report any instance of bullying to the school 
district. The district makes it easy to remain 
anonymous and report discreetly via our 
online form: http://bit.ly/BullyForm

Sign Up 
for Team Alerts
Parents of Conotton Valley students 
participating in school sponsored athletics 
wanting Team Alerts are encouraged to sign 
up at http://bit.ly/2Y2bd9j. Go to this website 
and you can sign up to receive text and/or 
email alerts from your favorite teams. 

Conotton Valley Online Forms
For the 2019-20 school year Conotton Valley will be utilizing an online option for forms. It is a feature that 
will work through the district’s grade book system called Alma. The school will have Chromebooks set up 
and available for parents’ use during open house for those without the ability to fill out the forms at home. 
We will still have paper available for those who prefer that method.

Standards-Based Grading 
Provides Insights into Learning
Conotton Valley has switched to standards-based grading this past school year. By using a standards-
based grading and reporting system, the district is following the results of educational research and best 
practice. Standards-based instruction has the potential to provide a rich array of information on a student’s 
academic progress.

Standards-based grading may help parents have a better understanding of what specific areas or subjects 
a child is currently struggling. There are four marks the students can receive for each standard: Needs 
Improvement, Basic Understanding, Approaching and Mastered. Needs Improvement means the student 
needs improvement in that particular area. Basic Understanding implies that the student is still well below 
level but can perform some aspects of the standard with assistance. Approaching means the student is 
working toward a complete understanding of the topic. Mastered is reserved for those students who have 
reached goal attainment for that standard at grade level. 

This is a change in thinking, and by making this transition parents and students will have a better 
understanding of each grade and exactly where improvements can be made for each subject.

Booster Club Golf Outing Planned for September
The Conotton Valley Booster Club presents the Third Annual Golf Outing, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2019, at 
Carroll Meadows Golf Course. This event will be a four-person scramble. The cost is $65 per player which 
includes green fees and cart rental, a hot dog at turn, and a steak lunch. Registration deadline is Sept. 20 
and open to the first 30 teams. Space is limited so act fast! Fifty percent of proceeds go to benefit the CV 
Alum Micah Busby #micahstrong
Shotgun start at 8:10 a.m. Registration is from 7:00 - 7:45 a.m. — Rain or Shine.
There will be cash prizes, a 50/50 Drawing and $5 Mulligans and Skins.
Questions? Please call or text Andrea Leggett (330) 447.6122 or Bill Lyon (330) 204.8428.

School Supply Lists
Basic High School supplies 
Pencils/ pens/ highlighters 
Loose leaf paper 
Index cards 
Colored pencils 
A notebook for each class 
Earbuds 
Folders 
Kleenex/tissues (to be shared among classrooms – please give to the Enrichment teachers) 

Class Specific Needs:
Biology (Anthony) – three ring binder (1 or 1.5 inch) 
Algebra II, Geometry, Consumer Math (Haney) – composition book and binder (1.5 inch) 
Chemistry, Physical Science, Physics (Burton) – tabs, binder (1.5 inch to 2 inch), scientific calculator 
Government and American History (Wilson) – composition book and a folder or binder 
High School Art – one package of paper plates 
English 9, 10, 11, 12 – Binder (1 inch) and loose leaf paper 
Psych/Soc and World History (Winland) – 3 Legal pads, basic 

Middle School Supplies 
Pencils/ pens/ highlighters 
Loose leaf paper 
Index cards 
Colored pencils 
A notebook for each class 
Earbuds 
Folders 
Kleenex/tissues (to be shared among classrooms – please give to the Enrichment teachers) 

Class Specific Needs:
8th Grade SS (Wilson) – three ring binder or folder and a composition book 
6th and 8th grade English (Bente) – Green binder (1 inch) with tab dividers, post it notes, highlighters, loose leaf paper and colored pencils 
6th and 7th Grade Science (Warner) – Blue binder (1.5 inch) with tab dividers, scissors, loose leaf paper 
6th and 7th grade Math (Vanderpool) – Binder (1.5 to 2 inch) with tab dividers 
7th grade ELA/SS (Carrothers) – Binder with tab dividers, post it notes, highlighters, loose leaf paper, colored pencils or markers

For the elementary school supply list please see the online table: http://bit.ly/listCVES

Conotton Valley Rockets 
Football Jamboree, 
Saturday, Aug. 10

Conotton Junior High will 
scrimmage at TCC at 6:00 p.m.

Conotton Valley High School 
will scrimmage TCC 
at 7:00 p.m.

Admission is $5 for adults, 
$3 for students



You’re Invited!
Monthly Board of Education meetings are scheduled 
to be held on the third Thursday of every month 
at 6:30 p.m. at the high school. Please contact the 
Administration Office in advance at (740) 269-2000  
for verification.

School Board
Chris Bower ...........................................................President
Logan Putnam ............................................... Vice President
Debbie Carrothers ....................................................Member
Rob Higgenbotham ..................................................Member
Kevin Willoughby .....................................................Member

Feedback Is Welcome
We welcome our readers’ letters, comments and 
critique. Write to us at Editor, Conotton Valley 
Union Local Schools, 21 Mound Street PO Box 187, 
Sherrodsville OH 44675, or call (740) 269-2000.

Contact Us 
Administration Office .................................... (740) 269-2000
Conotton Valley High School ......................... (740) 269-2711
Conotton Valley Elementary .......................... (740) 269-2141

Check Out SOCIAL MEDIA
Website ..........................................................www.cvul.org 
Facebook ..................................www.facebook.com/CVULSD
Twitter ............................https://twitter.com/ConottonValley
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ALL-SCHOOL CALENDAR, 2019-20
Aug. 22 ...............................................................................................Work Day for Staff
Aug. 23 .................................................................... Staff Training Work Day (no school)
Aug. 26 ..............................Staff Training Work Day (no school), Open House 5:00 p.m.
Aug. 27 .........................................................................First Day for School for Students
Sept. 2 .......................................................................................... Labor Day (no school)
Sept. 16 .............................................................................................. 2 Hour Delay - PD
Oct. 11 ...............................................................................................PD Day (no school)
Oc. 25 .....................................................................................End of 1st Grading Period

Conotton Valley Union Local Schools
21 Mound Street PO Box 187
Sherrodsville, OH 44675
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PTO Box Tops Help our School
Clipping Box Tops is an easy way to help earn cash for our school. Each one is worth 10¢ and the 
school can use the money to buy anything we need: books, tablets or playground equipment are 
just a few examples! Look for the pink Box Tops logo on hundreds of products.  All you have to do 
is clip them out and send them to school with a student or take them to the collection container 
at any of these locations in the area:
Bowerston Post Office
Bowerston Public Library
Conotton Valley School’s front entryway
Not Just Teasin’ Hair Salon in Sherrodsville 


