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PreK to Grade 3 
Learns Foundations 
of Reading
PreK to Grade 3 are formative years for young readers. It is 
essential that reading instruction be of high quality. With a goal 
of having all students reading by third grade, instruction needs 
to help students acquire the skills and knowledge needed to 
read grade-level text with fluency and comprehension. Conotton 
Valley Elementary School is implementing Foundations of 
Reading to tackle this important task. 

Foundations is a multisensory program that teaches students the 
fundamentals of the English language. Students are engaged in 
daily lessons that reinforce previously introduced skills as well 
as incorporating new learning. The activities included have the 
students working hands-on with materials like magnetic letter 
tiles and dry erase boards. They also get a chance to model 
their learning in front of the class by using the giant writing 
grid that is displayed in the front of the room or by having their 
classmates repeat after them as they lead them in reviewing 
their letter sounds as our warm-up drill. Not only is Foundations 
great because of its systematic approach which creates a solid 
foundation for students to continue building upon, but it gets 
students highly involved in their own learning.  

Since implementation of this program, students have been 
observed to have a better understanding of the structure of 
words and the spelling rules. Reese Blick, first grade student, 
shared, “I never knew that there were things like glued sounds. 
I am learning new spelling rules.” Handwriting has become 
neater through the explicit instruction of how letters are shaped 
and on which lines they begin and end. Students have made 
tremendous improvements with being able to identify letter 
names as well as their sounds. Jaxon Gartrell, first grader, 
commented, “It helps me read because it taught me how 
to tap out words” Overall, CVES teachers are able to better 
identify students that are struggling and give them targeted 
intervention. 

As CVES continues to use this program, more progress will 
emerge which is extremely exciting. Teachers are looking 
forward to using this for many years to come as it will help to 
close the reading gap that heavily affects Conotton Valley. Based 
on what has been observed so far, this program will help the 
district reach the reading goals that are currently in place.



Superintendent’s Message
Dear Rocket Nation,

There has been a tremendous amount of change to the 
Conotton Valley landscape from a facilities perspective over 
the last several years. However, there has been just as much 
evolution in our academic approach over the last several years 
as well. In this issue, we felt the need to showcase some of 
these additions. We are very excited about the educational 
opportunities that our students currently have and we look 
forward to future expansion. Go Rockets! #CVROCKS

Yours in Education,
Todd Herman, Superintendent of Conotton Valley Union 
Local Schools

CVHS Offers Engineering 
and Architecture
CVHS has added courses that allow students to develop 
skills in problem solving, research and design while learning 
strategies for design process documentation, collaboration 
and presentation. These courses are titled, Principals of 
Engineering and Civil Engineering and Architecture. 

Principles of Engineering: Students explore a broad 
range of engineering topics including mechanisms, 
strength of structure and materials and automation, and 
then they apply what they know to take on challenges like 
designing a self-powered car or a machine to sort different 
materials. Currently students are working on small scale 
projects to develop skills in programming and machine 
control. The projects range from a working elevator to a 
self-powered golf cart that will always stay 5 feet behind 
the golfer (Scale models).

Civil Engineering and Architecture: Students learn 
important aspects of building and site design and 
development, and then they apply what they know to design 
a commercial building or residence. Students are currently 
working with data found in governmental databases such as 
the Ohio Geographically Referenced Information Program 
(OGRIP) to create topographical maps of the surrounding 
area and are transitioning to designing a house to build 
on the site they chose. The design must consider the 
information specific to their site (sun location, elevation, 
prevailing winds, etc.)

As result of implementation of these courses, students are 
becoming more independent.  Not only do they want to 
complete their projects, they want to do better than their 
peers.  However, since their modifications often go beyond 
the requirements of the project, they have to learn how 
to do it on their own. Jason Decker, ninth grade student, 
commented, “This might be the first thing I’ve done in 
school that I can see me actually doing once I graduate.”

C.I.A. Reading Improves Critical Thinking
For most educators the goal of reading instruction is to create better readers who 
simply enjoy reading. To help develop a love of reading, we utilize the C.I.A. approach. 
This approach was put together for the purpose of teaching students to read longer, 
more complex narrative texts. That being said, the C.I.A. approach stands for 
collect, interpret and apply. Each word describes a critical stage of thinking. This is 
demonstrated by dividing the text into four relatively equal parts, quadrants. The C.I.A. 
approach is designed to help readers overcome the feeling of being overwhelmed 
now that they are reading more complex texts. C.I.A. also helps readers see patterns 
in the texts which will lead them to the author’s message. This allows an increase in 
students’ understanding of more complicated texts. 

In the first step, collect critical information, readers collect information in order to gain 
basic knowledge and acquire low-level comprehension. This work happens in the first 
quadrant of a text.

Interpretation comes next. Readers think more deeply about the text. They make 
connections within and across texts and consider larger concepts such as cause and 
effect. In this stage, there is emphasis on inferential thinking. This work takes place in 
quadrants two and three.  

The final stage occurs at the end of the book or text where readers apply what they 
have learned. This requires synthesizing and evaluating. Here, readers not only 
confirm the author’s message but also evaluate the message before thinking about 
how it will impact their own lives. This is the work of quadrant four.  

This powerful and effective approach allows readers to become empowered to read and 
enjoy books as a lifelong habit. This process gives students the ability to demonstrate 
confidence in their reading skills. Finally, students will see this method as a valuable 
tool in their learning, and as a result, students simply love to read! Eighth grader 
Cassidy Lazette shared, “The C.I.A. process helps me because it makes the text less 
overwhelming. Mrs. Bente taught me this process in sixth grade and I have not been 
able to stop reading since.”

C.I.A. is also being used at the middle school level. Students learn the process together 
and then apply it to their class book. They use this knowledge in their book clubs, with 
a reading partner, and then eventually they apply the skills to their own individual 
book of choice. Seventh grader Jared Peterson shared, “The C.I.A. process breaks the 
text into understandable parts. It helps you to focus on understanding important parts 
of a text.”

Project Lead the Way Gateway
Middle school is a time of exploration, a time when students are figuring out what they’re passionate about today and how that relates to who they’ll 
become tomorrow. This is why Project Lead the Way (PLTW) is a great program for this age group. PLTW is a non-profit organization that provides STEM 
courses and developments for students. This program provides real-world challenges to overcome. This type of problem solving enhances critical thinking, 
communication and collaboration skills. 

PLTW Gateway’s ten units empower students to lead their own discovery. The hands-on program boosts classroom engagement and excitement, drives 
collaboration and inspires “aha! moments” and deep comprehension. And as students engage in PLTW’s activities in computer science, engineering and 
biomedical science, they see a range of paths and possibilities they can look forward to in high school and beyond (www.pltw.org). Students are really loving 
PLTW as a whole. Seventh grader Riley shared, “Project Lead the Way was amazing. I thought it was cool because of all of the experiments we were able to 
do. I had fun with the experiments, but we learned a lot when we did them. My favorite project was the ice cream activity and the roller coasters. PLTW is very 
exciting and fun.”

Overall, students have an increased love of science as a result of this program. They love working with hands-on activities and are motivated to try to figure 
out why something worked or didn’t work. Seventh grader Jaidan Turek commented, “PLTW was very fun, entertaining and just a delightful subject. All the 
experiments we did (ice cream, oil spill, making glue and roller coasters) were all so much fun. It really taught us about working together because we did 
some group activities and some of us didn’t get along well, but in the end we learned how to work together to solve it. Mrs. Warner really made it extra fun 
and taught us a lot at the same time. I really loved PLTW a lot.”

Conotton High School Engages Students 
in Forensics and Horticulture Courses
This year a new course offering includes Forensics. Forensics represents a brief introduction to this growing 
field where science meets the legal and criminal justice system.  This course is designed to introduce 
students to the basics of fingerprinting, analyzing fictitious crime scenes as well as handling and processing 
various types of biological evidence.

Since implementation of this course, students have been excited to learn new skills and practice them 
outside our classroom as they solve fictitious crimes. “I like the activities we are doing.  It’s fun to do hands 
on things in class.” -Daphne Stuber, Freshman.

Horticulture is another course that has been added to Conotton High School. Horticulture provides a basic introduction to agriculture, plant systems, soil, soil 
health, nutrient cycling and hydroponics using classroom growing and our new greenhouse. Since implementation, students have taken responsibility for 
learning new skills related to the planting, watering and transferring of plants that they can use for the future. “I liked the process of watching our plants grow 
and taking care of them.  It was fun to accomplish something!  I also loved “stealing” the cherry tomatoes because they were yummy!” Hunter Russell, Senior.

CHS is always looking to add new courses that will help students better figure out their passion and purpose for their future. 



You’re Invited!
The Board of Education at Conotton Valley Local 
Union School District meets every third Thursday of 
the month at 7:00 p.m. at the High School, 7205 
Cumberland Rd SW, Bowerston, OH 44695. All 
meetings are open to the public. Check our website 
for specific dates.

School Board
Chris Bower ...........................................................President
Logan Putnam ............................................... Vice President
Debbie Carrothers ....................................................Member
Rob Higgenbotham ..................................................Member
Kevin Willoughby .....................................................Member

Feedback Is Welcome
We welcome our readers’ letters, comments and 
critique. Write to us at Editor, Conotton Valley 
Union Local Schools Newsletter, 21 Mound Street 
PO Box 187, Sherrodsville OH 44675, or call  
(740) 269-2000.

Contact Us 
Administration Office .................................... (740) 269-2000
Conotton Valley High School ......................... (740) 269-2711
Conotton Valley Elementary .......................... (740) 269-2141

Check Out SOCIAL MEDIA
Website ..........................................................www.cvul.org 
Facebook ..................................www.facebook.com/CVULSD
Twitter ............................https://twitter.com/ConottonValley

ECRWSS

POSTAL CUSTOMER

ALL-SCHOOL CALENDAR, 2020
March 9 ................................................................................................... 2 HR Delay-PD
March 20 .............................................................................End of third Grading Period
March 26 ..............................................................Student Led Conferences (8am-8pm)
March 27 ................................................................................. PT Comp Day (no school) 
April 10-13 .............................................................................. Spring Break (no school)
April 14 .................................................................................................. Classes Resume
April 27-28 .........................................................................................Sixth Grade Camp
May 5-6 ...................................................................................................Mobile Dentist
May 22........................................................................................... Last Day for Students
May 25...................................................................................................... Memorial Day
May 26.................................................................................................. Last Day for Staff
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