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Superintendent’s Message
This year at Conotton Valley, feelings have been magnified 
for obvious reasons. It has been a year filled with frustrations 
but also a year that enabled us to spend more time with our 
immediate families. Students, families, teachers, staff members 
and administrators have had to learn new definitions of “school.” 

I believe there is one thing that hasn’t been said enough. 
Thank you! Thank you to our students who had to adjust to 
a new way of learning. Thank you to the teachers for stepping 
out of their comfort zones and creating the video lessons to 
help our students learn in an online setting while answering 
student emails at all hours of the day and night. Thank you to 
our staff for being flexible with any task at hand. Thank you 
to our custodians for learning how to “deep clean” and do it 
over and over again so we could stay open. Thank you to our 
families that adjusted time and time again to schedule changes. 
Thank you to the administrators for re-inventing the way we 
do things in education. Thank you to the bus drivers, cafeteria 
workers, coaches and volunteers for being flexible, supportive 
and working despite the potential health risks. Thank you to the 
School Board for answering phone calls and emails at all hours 
so that we could adjust to the ever-changing circumstances that 
we faced.

I look forward to putting this behind us and focusing on our 
future. Best wishes to all of you.

-Mr. Todd Herman, 
Superintendent of Conotton Valley Union Local Schools

Leader In Me
Conotton Valley is in its fifth year as a Leader In Me school. 
Daily, students focus on the seven habits and on leadership 
opportunities. At Conotton Valley, students are always encouraged 
to be leaders in both education and in the community. As a result 
of this program, CV students are slowly emerging as leaders.

This year the pandemic has brought many challenges and 
obstacles to all schools including CV. Some of CV’s yearly Leader 
In Me events had to be put on hold including the schoolwide 
leadership events, school programs, K-12 leadership clubs, 
and peer to peer teaching opportunities. CV looks forward to 
continuing these in the future. Even a pandemic will not stop 
students from shining as leaders. Students continue to practice 
leadership skills through things like classroom leadership roles, 
goal setting, leadership notebooks, student-led conferences 
and student engagement with peers. This year, it has been more 
important than ever for staff and students to use what has been 
learned from the Leader In Me process. Students have had to 
be proactive and put first things first as they participate in 
remote learning. The staff has had to synergize and effectively 
communicate to continue to bring a quality education to 
students. Staff, students and parents have had to work together, 
showing flexibility and willingness to think positively. Everyone 
has had to step out of their comfort zones and do what it takes to 
prioritize learning and keep students safe and healthy. It is times 
like these that the grit and true leadership of the Conotton Valley 
staff, students and families really comes out.

Spring Sports to Try Again
Last spring, around the middle of March, when the baseball and softball teams 
were just days away from their first scrimmages and track was just getting started, 
the Rockets spring sports athletes received the devastating news that their seasons 
would be terminated due to the COVID virus.

However, this is a different year, and everyone is looking forward to playing baseball 
and softball games along with participating in track meets. There have been some 
changes in the spring sports staff. Matt Grezlik, who has served as assistant baseball 
coach since 2018, has taken the position of boys track coach. Grezlik replaces the late 
Garrett Rice, last year’s boys head coach who tragically passed away last summer.

Replacing Grezlik on the baseball staff will be Adam Miller, a teacher in his first year 
at Conotton Valley who comes to the Rocket Nation from Claymont where he was an 
assistant baseball coach there. Also head baseball coach Dave DiDonato’s veteran and 
long-time pitching coach, Mark Huston, will return to coach the Rockets pitching staff. 
Huston was actually on the staff last spring when the season was cut short.

Due to the low numbers of spring sports participants, there are many athletes who 
are going to attempt to play both sports at the same time. Hopefully, our number of 
participants will increase every year beginning this spring. 

• Softball returns a solid core of players who have been very active in the off-
season while baseball will feature a young, talented group of players. 

• Both the baseball and softball teams are looking forward to bringing night games 
to CVHS for the first 
time in school history. 

• The boys and girls 
track teams will play 
a full varsity IVC 
schedule for the first 
time in many years 
and plan to compete 
in the IVC post-season 
track meet and the 
OHSAA district track 
meet. 

This should be an exciting 
spring for all the athletes and 
Rocket Nation!

Conotton Valley Schools Guidance Information
After a long break from face-to-face instruction, all Conotton Valley students had the opportunity to 
return to the classroom on Jan. 19. Grades K-12 are being introduced to Social/Emotional Learning 
Lessons and additional lessons on Employability and Careers. Mrs. Kelli Edwards, the school counselor 
for Grades Pre K-12, is spending time in classrooms every day to offer hands-on lessons and gather 
feedback from the students. The OLWEUS anti-bullying program, along with the Leader In Me 
schoolwide initiative, is also being woven into these lessons. One week focuses on the elementary 
wing and the next focuses on the middle/high school wing. The lessons are about 20 minutes long with hands-on instruction but encourage more lengthy 
conversations throughout the week. 

As CV starts their second semester, they are getting close to the finish line for seniors. Many are planning to further their education after high school, and this 
leads to conversations about scholarships. Conotton Valley is blessed to have many local donors who help to finance graduates through scholarships. These 
funds started opening up opportunities at the national level at the beginning of the holiday season. Most of the local scholarships opened starting Jan. 1. 
With an earlier graduation date this school year, it is anticipated that many scholarship committees will have an earlier deadline. All scholarship opportunities 
that are sent to the school are posted on the Conotton Valley School’s website. This is primarily so that the students and parents can access them 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week. Copies are available in the guidance office as well. Many scholarships are only offered through an online portal and must be applied for 
in this fashion. Edwards is always available to help with this process. Students are also reminded to apply for scholarships at the colleges and universities in 
which they apply.

Many parents may be wanting to meet regarding changes in the College Credit Plus Program, College Scholarships, Educational Pathways, just to name a few. 
In past school years, staff and families could meet in the gymnasium or conference room prior to a ball game or during student conferences. Unfortunately, 
this year has created challenges. Conotton Valley will be offering periodic meetings via Zoom called Coffee with the Counselor. These meetings will be for 
specific topics and grade levels that will include but are not limited to the above topics. These will be advertised on our social media sites along with the 
counselor’s page on the website. The hope is to make face-to-face contact again, provide much-needed information and answer questions that might arise.

Conotton Valley MS/HS Update from Principal Caldwell
We are happy to be back to in-person education with our students. As we learn to adapt and adjust to fit our students’ needs, we ask for parents to keep 
communicating with the school and with our students. We know that things are challenging in many aspects of our lives right now. Our teachers are stretching 
and learning new ways to teach in these different times. We cannot address a problem if we do not know there is a problem so thank you to parents who have 
kept the lines of communication open so we can best provide for your student. 

As we wrap up our winter sports schedules, we want to thank our athletes, parents and coaches who have worked within many new guidelines to make this a 
successful sports season. Thank you to all of our parents and families who have had to step up and take a more active role in their student’s education through 
these difficult times. We appreciate all of the willingness to help and support that our community provides. This is a time where we need to rely on our GRIT 
because things are not easy, and we are appreciative of all those who help out in any way they can.  

-Danielle Caldwell, HS Principal
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You’re Invited!
The Board of Education at Conotton Valley Local 
Union School District meets every third Thursday of 
the month at 7:00 p.m. at the High School, 7205 
Cumberland Rd SW, Bowerston, OH 44695. All 
meetings are open to the public. Check our website 
for specific dates.

School Board
Chris Bower ............. chris.bower@cvul.org ......................President
Logan Putnam ......... logan.putnam@cvul.org ............Vice President
Debbie Carrothers .... debbie.carrothers@cvul.org ...............Member
Rob Higgenbotham .. rob.higgenbotham@cvul.org ..............Member
Kevin Willoughby ..... kevin.willoughby@cvul.org ................Member

Feedback Is Welcome
We welcome our readers’ letters, comments and 
critique. Write to us at Editor, Conotton Valley 
Union Local Schools Newsletter, 21 Mound Street 
PO Box 187, Sherrodsville OH 44675, or call  
(740) 269-2000.

Contact Us 
Administration Office .................................... (740) 269-2000
Conotton Valley High School ......................... (740) 269-2711
Conotton Valley Elementary .......................... (740) 269-2141

Check Out SOCIAL MEDIA
Website ..........................................................www.cvul.org 
Facebook ..................................www.facebook.com/CVULSD
Twitter ............................https://twitter.com/ConottonValley
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Conotton Valley Elementary Update 
from the Principal
Conotton Valley Elementary School was excited to welcome back students on Jan. 19 to in-person 
learning! It has been great to be back with students in the classrooms and at school. We had been 
working remotely since Nov. 20. Thanks to our students, staff and families for working together to 
make the remote learning experience go as well as possible. We have made strides in our remote 
learning process, but it is still great to have the kids back with our teachers! We will continue to 
follow the COVID guidelines that we have followed this school year: masks on the bus and in 
the hallways, physical distancing, hand washing stations, sneeze guards at students’ desks and 
around the classrooms. Students have been great at following the guidelines and doing all they 
can to stay safe and healthy. 

It is great to see the kids back interacting and working in the classrooms with their teachers! 
Thanks to all for your support and cooperation through this challenging time.

We have been doing our winter benchmarking for Map at each grade level to see how our 
students are growing and what areas we need to focus our instruction on for each student. Our 
third nine weeks period ended on March 5, 2021.

It is exciting to see the progress of the Rocket Center construction. It is taking shape and each day you 
can see it coming along. It will be an amazing addition to our CV school and to our CV community.

If you are not getting our CV all calls or have a change in your phone number, please make sure 
to let the school know at (740) 269-2141 so we can update your information. Go Rockets!

-Mike Wright, CVE Principal


