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Enrolling New Students in Active-Duty

Military Families
To ease the transition for children of active-duty military members who move due to change of
station orders, state law now allows districts and schools to further reduce barriers to enrollment
by waiving the proof of residency requirement. When a family of an active-duty military member
moves to a different school or district, they can enroll their student before having proof of
residency paperwork.

Each Child, Our Future, Ohio’s strategic plan for education, calls for a student-centered approach
that accounts for the needs of the whole child. Students in military families are often highly mobile
and have unique needs that schools and districts should consider. Ohio’s new law ensures that
military-connected youth are supported by easing and expediting their transition into a new
school environment.

Ohio law now requires that schools and districts enroll military-connected students even if the
family moves after the enrollment period ends. Active-duty uniformed service members may
receive change of station orders at any time and enrollment flexibility ensures that families have
an easier transition to a new school and district.

To support relocating families of active-duty military service members, schools and districts
should:

● allow military-connected families to apply for enrollment in the same manner as other
families who enrolled their students during the enrollment period.

● accept online enrollment applications from military connected families, including
enrollment in a specific school or program within the school district.

https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Other-Resources/Military-Resources/Schools
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Other-Resources/Military-Resources/Students-and-Families
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Other-Resources/Military-Resources/Students-and-Families/Junior-Reserve-Officer-Training-Corps-JROTC
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Other-Resources/Military-Resources/Ohio-Educators-with-Military-Connections
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3301.65
http://education.ohio.gov/About/EachChildOurFuture
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3301.65


● accept proof-of-residency once a family of an active-duty service member establishes
residence in a school district, within ten (10) days of establishing residence.  Acceptable
forms of proof-of-residence include:

● temporary on-base billeting (housing),

● a purchased or leased home or apartment or

● federal government or public-private venture off-base housing.

● offer military connected students access to technology-based educational opportunities
when families receive permanent change of station orders to move into the district or out
of the district to avoid any disruption in schooling. This will allow students to participate in
educational programming consistently despite the transition between locations.

● ensure timely and expedited evaluations and eligibility determinations for students
suspected of having a disability.

● provide comparable services to students with disabilities, including Extended School Year
(ESY) when applicable.

Schools and districts that service Ohio’s military installation, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, are
most impacted by this new enrollment flexibility. National Guard installations do not employ active
duty uniformed military personnel.

Questions? Contact Jason Scragg, Military and English Learner Educational Consultant at
(614) 466-4109 or Jason.Scragg@education.ohio.gov.

https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3301.601
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/idea-files/letter-to-state-directos-of-special-education-on-ensuring-a-high-quality-education-for-highly-mobile-children-november-10-2022/
https://www.wrightpattfss.com/

